Over Strand and Field

[...]in a word, one of those speaking
monuments that seem to breathe and hold
one spellbound and pensive under their
gaze, like those paintings, the originals of
which are unknown to us, but whom we
love without knowing why. The Chateau
is reached by a slight incline which leads to
a garden elevated like a terrace, from
which the view extends on the whole
surrounding country. It was of a delicate
green; poplar trees lined the banks of the
river; the meadows advanced to its edge,
mingling their grey border with the bluish
and vapourous horizon, vaguely enclosed
by indistinct hills. The Loire flowed in the
middle, bathing its islands, wetting the
edge of the meadows, turning the wheels of
the mills and letting the big boats glide
peacefully, two by two, over its silvery
surface, lulled to sleep by the creaking of
the heavy rudders; and in the distance two
big white sails gleamed in[...].
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